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Rhode Island Source Water Rhode Island Source Water 
Assessment ProgramAssessment Program
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• Smaller community wells supplying residential 
populations at less than 50 million gallons per 
year. 

• Non-community wells such as those serving 
schools and businesses. 

• Wells serving transient populations such as 
restaurants. 

Our Roles 



• Conducting assessments on the large 
community water systems supplying 50 
million gallons per year or more. 

• Includes watersheds of drinking water 
reservoirs and wellhead protection 
areas providing recharge to major public 
wells. 

Our Roles 



Our Roles 
…and Local Volunteers 

• Updating land use maps 

• Targeting pollution sources based on local 
knowledge 

• Providing necessary feedback and participation at 
meetings 
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Our ApproachOur Approach 

1. Hotspot Analysis 



Our ApproachOur Approach 

2. Buildout 
Analysis 

Current Land Current Land 
UseUse 



Future Land Future Land 
UseUse 

Based on Current 
Zoning Except For: 

• 200 ft. Riparian Buffer 

• Wetlands 

• Existing Open Space 

• Existing Development 

Our ApproachOur Approach 
2. Buildout 

Analysis 



Surface water 
hotspots 
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Next StepsNext Steps 
A. Workshops and Technical Assistance 

1. Linking Land Use to Water Quality 

2. Using Computer-Generated Maps in 
Project Review 

3. Managing Environmental Impacts of 
Development 

4. Private Well Water Protection (RI Health) 



Next StepsNext Steps 
B. Develop and Update Fact Sheets 

1. Update and re-issue 18 drinking water 
testing and treatment and residential 
pollution prevention factsheets. 

2. Develop 10 new factsheets identified in 
the drinking water testing and treatment 
series. 

3. Develop at least 8 new factsheets on 
water resource protection topics for town 
officials 

* All available on web and distributed in hard 
copy through educational programs. 



For More Information…For More Information… 
• RI Department of Health, Office of Drinking Water 
Quality, (401) 222-6867 

www.HEALTH.ri.gov/environment/dwq/Home.htmwww.HEALTH.ri.gov/environment/dwq/Home.htm 

• URI CE NonPoint Education for Municipal Officials, 
(401) 874-2138 

www.uri.edu/ce/wqwww.uri.edu/ce/wq 

Lenny@Lenny@edcedc.uri..uri.eduedu Thank 
You! 




